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north by peaceful means, he determined to try force,
but he had to contend more with the jealousies m
his own south than the resistance put up by a recalci-
trant north.
He did, however, succeed in inaugurating inter-
necine warfare, against the pleadings of the Powers,
who assured him that China was big enough for two
confederacies, and that they were quite prepared to
recognize both.
President Sun believed that he could unite China
with the sword, but the sword was to prove his
undoing. He ordered one of his generals against
the north, and the officer protested that he was ill-
accoutred, The President insisted, and the battle
that ensued was a sorry farce. The general returned
and accused Sun Yat Sen of denying him support.
There was a quarrel which ended when the general
called on the remnant of his men and chased Sun
Yat Sen out of his palace. Sun was forced to take
refuge on a British gunboat, and was taken to Hong
Kong.
It was at this time also that Sun Yat Sen came
under the influence of the Russians who flocked
into China in large numbers. Before his hurried
departure, and later in Shanghai and Hong Kong,
he met many, and he fell completely under their
spell. He believed that the Soviet would assist him
to achieve national unification, and full independence,
and that he had " the earnest sympathy of the Russian
people " and could " count on the support of Russia/*
Working on Russian suggestions, he employed
mercenaries to further his aims, and by the beginning